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	TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD MEETING MINUTES

	JANUARY 11, 2010

WASHINGTON, DC.

	

	

	


	


I: WELCOME (Eugene Johnson, Chair of the DBE Subcommittee)

· Eugene Johnson introduced himself and noted that the meeting time this year will be shorter than the four hour meetings in previous years, so discussions may be expedited.

· Eugene also recognized Ed Morris for his contributions over the years to this committee on Civil Rights issues.

II:  INTRODUCTIONS OF ATTENDEES

· Eugene Johnson 
· Mike Behney 

· Adam Abdi
· Joanne Lubart 
· Richard Roland 
· Sherry Morian 

· Terry Comalis 

· Sherri Zimmerman 

· Michele Carter 

· Charles Wright 
· Warren Whitlock 
· Charles Olokun
· Chad Schafer
· Paul Curtis

· Shay Hope

· Ahmed Fahim

·  Cindy Orndorff
· Nathan Heitzman
· Linda Stroseck

· Ruben Anthony

· Jeff Brown

· Neilly Langdon

· Jane Mobley

· Ashley Brown

· Michelle Flamer

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF 2009 TRB MEETING MINUTES (Eugene Johnson)
· The 2009 annual meeting minutes were sent to committee members prior to this meeting for review.  
· The attempted implementation of concerns from the committee’s mid-year meetings of 2009 were noted and apologies for not having those minutes available for all in attendance to review were made.
· Suggestions and corrections submitted via email since more paper copies of the minutes were being made at the time of this meeting.
· The minutes were not reviewed for approval at this time.
IV. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP (Sherry Morian)

· Distributed the current committee membership list

· We can have up to 25 members and 4 young members allowed.  We currently have 17 members and one third of them must be rotated.  
· The committee is currently heavy on Eastern State government representatives and more DBE participations and Midwestern/Western state representation in general is needed to better balance the committee. 
· Memberships expire in April, nominations or applications are requested to be sent to Sherry before April.  
· All in attendance were informed they can participate and be added to communication lists without being named as a member or friend of the committee.

2010 Session Recaps

Session 206
· Michele Carter summarized the three presenters covering DBE Participation.

· Warren Whitlock of NYS DOT spoke about participation in New York State with their Equitable Business Opportunities (EBO) system and changes that are being made.  Focus has been on streamlining the Civil Rights programs in New York State and reaching out to the DBE community in NY.

· Ruben Anthony spoke about Wisconsin DOT’s efforts going back to 2004 with the Marquette Interchange and other projects.  He highlighted the importance of how opportunities were structured, plus monitoring and transparency so the public can see what is happening and those involved may be held accountable.

Session 264

· Summary of second session topics (Michelle Flamer)
· Mike Behney commented on expanding survey data collection from highway to transit and aviation in order to broaden focus from a state perspective to Federal and beyond DOT.  
· Michelle Flamer commented for Collette Holt that her model disparity study presentation will be made available on the TRB/DBE Website next Tuesday (January 19th, 2010), and reminded those present of the expected publication of findings from the Study of State DBE Program Managers.

· Eugene Johnson stated his appreciation for Mike Behney taking action on what was likely to be asked of him anyway.

V. TRB STAFF COMMENTS/PROBLEM STATEMENTS (Stuart Anderson and Fred Hejl)
TRB Section – relayed from the construction and design leadership (Stuart Anderson)
· Research needs statements – webinar sometime before Sept. 16th
· Critical and crosscutting issues – emphasizing issues that cut across other committees and sections to promote collaboration

· TSP – future goals section including cross cutting issues

· Communication Initiative started last year – 3 webinars focused on improved communication within and between committees and sections. Brie Schwartz is the point of contact on this.

· In response to Eugene’s question on who is permitted on webinars, Fred Hejl commented there are no restrictions, but it’s important to let people know about the webinar so they can participate.
Shortened meetings this week

· Some rooms were lost at the Hilton due to unexpected renovations, so adjustments were made to ensure all meetings could occur with what rooms were still available.

· Despite recessions and travel restrictions, attendance is up this year.

· This meeting is terrific – next year will be the last full week in January and its theme is “Transportation, Livability and Economic Development in a Changing World.”

· All PowerPoint presentations from the whole 2010 conference will be made available after the meeting for $95 to anyone, or $55 to those that attended.

VI. STATUS OF TRIENNIAL STRATEGIC PLAN (Eugene Johnson)
· Regarding the Strategic Plan,  Eugene made very brief comments
VII. SUBCOMMITEE REPORTS 
TRB Web page Report/Research Update (Mike Behney)
· Past sessions will be available on the TRB/DBE Website as well as information from this meeting 

· Regarding the Survey, Eugene stated a desire to discuss this along with other subjects to be possibly presented at next year’s meeting sessions and panelists. He made special emphasis on the desire for research based topics as TRB is associated with the National Academy of Sciences, specifically topics of disparity, opportunity, civil rights and how they impact other agencies and programs. 
· So we NEED more research from the research community with added interest from the research community plus a review committee to review papers.

Presentations Committee Appointments 

· Volunteers – Shay Hope would be willing to work with the committee if the topics; bonding, predatory business practices, etc are discussed, along with Terry Canales from North Carolina.
· At Eugene’s request, Mike Behney recommended/suggested generating subcommittees to choose topics that can be reviewed for future research projects.

· Joanne Lubart commented on race neutral initiatives in Wisconsin and elsewhere.  She discussed the process of getting on a panel including submission of a resume, etc. at Eugene’s request.  In response to questions regarding whether these initiatives have already been approved, Joanne stated they have not and are still being evaluated prior to approval.

· Richard Roland commented on the process of selecting topics and the point at which they become public information.

· Jane Mobley commented on not making any potential changes to a proposal while research is in process, but keeping notes of any potential questions or changes that come up while research is in process that could be utilized during future research rather than trying to start from scratch all over again.

2011 Panel Discussions

· Deadline for opportunities to submit synthesis development topics for consideration is February 12th, 2009 (Mike Behney).
· Webpage for submission of topics online.

· Shay Hope recommended discussion and research on the bonding issue that needs to be investigated so more states are involved.  Charles Wright, Paul E. Curtis, Cindy Orndoff and Warren Whitlock volunteered to work with Shay Hope on this topic.

· Richard Rolland recommended going beyond highway to transit and aviation – other modes – for future research opportunities.  
· Ed Morris stated his desire that the topic of “Predatory Business Practices being used to the Detriment of DBEs” be submitted as a research topic as well.  This scenario produces a “lose – lose” scenario for DBEs that should be addressed to get at the source of this issue.  Eugene asked whether Ed would be willing to participate on this topic, Ed conceded his willingness to participate.
· Volunteer Assignments for Panels
· Ed Morris

· Shay Hope

· Sherry Morian

· Mike Behney
Technical Committee

Papers for Review

Synthesis Topic Development 

· Shay Hope recommended the Synthesis Topic Development group work with the Research Problem Statements group as they are complimentary
Research Problem Statements 

· Warren Whitlock volunteered; Jane Mobley volunteered to assist with writing.
Liaison Committee
VII. INFORMAL PRESENTATIONS

VIII. NEW BUSINESS
IX. ADJOURNMENT
